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(Taken from the Mitual Rights of De- 
cembcer 5th,1828;the only form in which 
this Journal was published. T.H.L.) 


paltinere, Md. 

Wednesday, November 12th, 1828. 
At a Convention of delegates appoint- 
ed by members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church ,resident in several of the 
United States.and of others recently men— 
bers of said church, held in pursuance 
of previous appointment and due public. 


 notice,on the 12th of November,1828,the 


Rev.Nicholas Snethen having delivered a. 
sermon on the occasion,and other reli- | 
gious observances being attended to,the 
Corivention.was organized by appointing 
the Rev.Dr.S. K. Jennings, chairman 
tempore,and Wm.S.Stockton and Everard 
secretaries.’ 

he chairman,being instructed by the 
Convention,requested information con- 

cerning the names of persons elected - 

as members. The testimonials of the del- 
 egates being presented,were referred to 

a colmittee for examination. Whereupon 
the following brethren were reported to 
have been dulv. appointed: 

Vermont , Justus Byington. 
New York i 

Rev, Daniel Bromley Rev.d osiah A1c0x 
Pennsylvania. 

Rev.Dr. Thomas Dunn ‘Rev.Charles Avery 
ur, John Mecaskey Rev .Jos.Smaliman 
Mr .W.S.Stockton Mr.cCharles Widney. 


Rev.Isaac James Rev.derem. Browning 
Mr. L. Tooker 
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“Maryland 


Rev.Dr.S.K.dJennings Mr.Samuel Geyer 


Rev. Alex. MoCaine Mr.H.C.Dunbar 
Revy.John S.Reese  Mr.Hugh M'Mechen 

nev J.R.Williams Mr.B.C.Stinchcomb 
Mr.d.0.Harrod Rev. B. Richardson —- 
Mr.John Chappell Rev.Isaac Webster 
Mr. Envhraim Smith  $Mr.Amon Richards 

Mr.John Jennard Mr.doseph Parker 
Mr.Wesley Starr  Mr.Wn.Bradford 

ir. Henry Willis Mr.Resa Norris 
ur.S.c.0wings Capt .J.Constable 

Henry Yeater Mr.John Turner 


Ridgely Rev.S.Linthicun 
r.dohn Rose Mr.T.C.Keaton 


Conper,Esa. Mr.P.Mercer 
 Rev.D.Chambers 


Mr.Samuel Willis §Rev.Eli Henkle 
Rev.N.Snethen.—s« Hon. P.B. Hopper 


 Rev.D.Zollickoffer Rev.Thomas Reed 
My. Blias Crutchley Rev.W.T.Ringgold 


Mr.Joshua Smith T.C. Browne, kaq. 
ite Rockhold Dr.T. We 
Delaware 


Mr. A. 
Dictrict of Columbia 


Mr.Gideon Davis Mr.James ¢.Dunn 
Mr.John Eliason Col.Wm.Doughty 
lir William King Mr. Rd. Holdsworth 
Mr.Joel Brown | Mr.Thomas Jacobs 
ur. W.C.Lipscomb Rev.Wm.Lamphier 
North 
Rev.d.B.Hinton 
Spier Whittaker,Esq. Rev.I.B. Hutchins 
Rey. Jamea: Towler 
Rev .Wm. Young 
kr.Ezekiel Hall Rev.dacob Myers 
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sional duties,and was 


Tennessee 


Rev. Dr.W.B. Col.Ra. Warn er 
Rev. Thomas Potts... 
Alabama 


‘Rev.A.J.Blackburn  Dr.Meek 
Rev.Payton Bibb 


Naues of Delegates from the Meth-_ 
odist Society of New York © 


Rev.Dr. James Covell Rev.A.G. Brewer 


From New Jersey 


dw4 ck 


Rev. Thomas Davis Rev. Danhel Ireland 
Rev. Samuel Budd Rev. 


Rev. A. Jump and Rev.T.Melvin,in attend 


ance Caroline county» Md. 


Those marked thus ( ) were not present 


,November 13th. 
On motion of Brother Henry Willis, ts 
Resolved,That the Rev.Dennis B. Dorsey 
and the Rev.Wm.C.Pool,be invited to 


the privileges of honorary members 
of this body. Agreed to unanimously. © 


On motion,it was 


‘Resolved, That the delegates. from the 
"Methodist Society" be considered a 
 +committee,or messengers of said society; 


and that the Convention receive any 
written communication which they may 


think proper to make;an4d,a180, that A 


seat-be assigned them in this: 


spectators, 


of a ‘Pr by ballot. “HonaP. B. Hop- 
per,oeing duly eleated,expressed his 


gratitude to the Convention,apologized | 
for not serving,on fay of profes- 


cused. Upon 
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‘Tennessee 


Rev. pr.W.B.Elgin Col. Rai Warner 
Rev. Thomas Potts 
> Alabama 

Rev. A.d. Blackburn Dr. Meek 
‘Rev. Payton Ribb 

| Nanes of Delegates from the Meth- 
. odist Society of New York | 
‘Rev.Dr. James Covell Rev.A.G. Brewer 
From New Jersey 
‘Rev. Thomas Davis Rev.Daniel Ireland 
Rev.Samuel Budd T. Chadwick 


Rev. A. and Rev.?. Melvin, in attend 
ance. fron county ,Md. 


‘iis Those marked thus ( ) were not present 


Thursday ,November 13th. 


On mat ion of Brother Henry Willis, 
Resolved, That the Rev.Dennis-B.Dorsey 
- and the Rev.Wm.C.Pool,be invited to 
_ the privileges of honorary members > 
Of this body. Agreed to unanimously. 
On motion,it was 
Resolved, That the delegates from the > 
sae Methodist Society” be considered a 
committee,or messengers of said society; 
| and that the Convention receive any _ 
written communication which they may 
think proper to make;and,also,that a 
seat be assigned them in this house as 
Spectators. 
“The Convention went ‘into the election 
of a President,by ballot. Hon.P.B.Hop- 
Der,deing duly elected,exvressed his 


to the Convention,apologized 
sional duties,and was excused, 
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another ball oting,the Rev 


was duly elected,and took 
the chair. 


On motion of Brother Harrod, 


Resolved,That the report of the last 
General Conference of the Methodist _ 
Episcopal Church,on the Memorial of the | 
late Convention held in this city, praying 


for representation in the said church » 


be now taken up. ~ 


On motion of Brother Gideon Davis, 


Resolved,That 'The Revort ofthe General. 


conference on Petitions and Memorials’ 


he referred to a committee of five, 
in order to prepare an answer thereto, 


or to recommend such other measures =n 


relation to its. @isposal they may 
deem advisable. 


“fhe President,by order of the Conven- 
tion,anpointed Brothers 
homas Dunn,James Towler Judge Honper , 


and Dr.John French,the committee on 


'The Revort of the General conference 
on Petitions and Memorials / 
On motion,it was 


Resolved, That the President tbe requested 


to give a history of his mission,as a. 


bearer of the Memorial to the General 
Conference ,which Was accordingly done. 
Boother G.Davis,chairman of the 


committee,on the Renort of the General 
Conference ,reported,that the committee 


to whom was referred said report,have. 
had the same under consideration,anad d 


deem it expedient that an answer there— 
to should be prepared,which they will 


submit as soon as practicable. “And they 
beg leave to offer the following reso- — 
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lution, the adoption of the 
tioni- 

‘Resolved,That a committee be appoint— 
ed to draft a system of government 

for the organization of those Metho- 
dist Reformers who may be disposed to — 
embrace its vrovisions; and that-said 
committee prepare rules and regulations 
to unite the Methodist Reformers upon 
safé and equitable principles. 

motion,of Brother Stockton,the re— 
port and resolution were adopted unan- 


@ imousily,by a rising vote,/ 


Dr.French moved,that the committee 
gonsist of four ministers: and five lay-— 
men. Carried. 

The following were the committee: 
Rev /Dr.S.K.Jennings,Rev.W.H.Comann, 

Rev .Dr.¥.B.Elgin,Rev.Wm. Young,Rev.N. 


ton,W.C. Lipscomb , Sspler Whit Laker 
and John Vistor. 
Brother G.Davis tot. the fole 
lowing resolutions:— That the instruc 
tions to the delegates,and other com _ 
munications to the Convention,be re- 
ferred to the committee appointed 
draft rules 


Saturday ,November 15th. 
‘Brother J.J. ,Burroughs was appointed 
Secretary pro tem. in the place of 


Brother Stockton,who had requested 


leave of absence. 

_ Brother G.Davis,fron the committee to 
was referred the revort of the 
General Conference,stated that the com 


mittee were ready to report. -And,on 
motion.the report was read. 
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lows;-- 


the report o 


on. oF Brother Williams,the 


report was read,section by section. 


Phe reading having progressed,a mo- 


- tion for adjournment was carried, 


Monday,November 17th. 
The answer to the revort of the Gen- 


eral Conference was resumed; and after © 
reading it,section by sectjon,and mak- © 
ing sundry verbal alterati&ns,it was, 


on motion,unanimously adopted,as fol— 


"The Conmpigttee to whom were referred 
the Committee of the G 


General conPerenée answer to the 


Petition or Reformers in the Methodist 
Episcopal (see next printed page) 
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Church: having examined the same with much care and 


attention, offer the following report : oe 


“In order to a proper understanding of the subject, it 


was deemed necessary to refer to the memorial pre- 
pared by a Convention of Reformers, which was held 
in this city, the 15th N eae last, (1827 ;) that doc- 


under consideration; from which we ascertained that 


four distinct objects were presented to the consideration 

of the General Conference. A lay representation in ’; 
the law-making department of the Church,—a modifi- 
cation of the rule respecting “ endeavouring to sow dis- 


sensions,” —an alteration in the mode of trying mem- 


bers, so as to secure to them the right of a fair trial; 
and lastly, to vest in the Annual Conferences, the Fight 


alluded to, in the report | 


of electing their own presiding elders. Two of these _ 
points only, the two first, were noticed by the General 


Conference. . “Why the others’ were not, we will not. 


presume to ‘offer aconjecture. 
It is due to the importance of the subject to say, that 


pressed with some of the sentiments contained in the 


report referred to us; a candid examination of which, 


must awaken in the iinide of every unprejudiced aa: 
vidual, the most alarming reflections and forebodings. 


our minds: have been arrested and most solemnly | im- 


Whilst a representation in the General Conference 


was opposed by those:in power, on the ground of expe- 


diency alone, we had no cause to fear the consequences 
of their uncontrolled prerogatives, as such a defence 
was an acknowledgment in fact, that the modifications 
asked for would be granted, whea the voice of the 


Church should demand it. But the sentiments avowed 


by the last General Conference, assumes so much the 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 267 


These extraordinary sentiments being advanced in 


answer to a memorial of the local preachers and lay 


members, for only a moderate share in the enactment of 
those rules and regulations by which they are governed, 
it must be apparent to every one, that our itinerant min- 


isters claim a divine and exclusive right to govern the” 


Church according to their own views: a right which is 
not contended for by the ministers of any other Church 


in the protestant world. — 


This opinion has not been formed in haste, but after 
the most mature reflection. It will not be denied, we 
presume, that the phrase, ‘divinely instituted ministry,” — 
is used as synonymous with and intended to apply 
particularly to, the itinerant ministry; it can mean 

The last sentence of the quotation when first read, 
having~ excited in our minds a considerable degree of — 
astonishment, we have deemed it proper to notice it out 


Of its regular order. “We arrogate no authority to — 
enact any laws of our own, either of moral or of civil 


force. We claim no strictly legislative powers.” This 
we coniess, is as new as it is surprising, and affords 
additional proof that we Yive in an age of improvement. 


_. Our discipline, however, says, “The General Con- 


ference shall have full powers to make rules and regula- 


tions for our Church;” under which authority, it has 
- uniformly acted, and the “ rules and regulations” thus 
formed, have always had and still have, the binding 
effect of laws, as much so as the laws of any commu- 
nity. And yet our brethren say, they have no “strictly 


legislative powers.” There is but one meaning, there- 
fore, that can be given to their present claim, which is, 
that the Great Head of the Church, in giving a code of 
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HISTORY OF THE 


air of infallibility on their part, if we understand the 
_ terms they use, that the local preachers, and the laity, 
must be considered as sinning highly, to oppose their 
decisions, whatever they may be. 
That we do not err in this matter, we think it will be 
ee plainly seen by the following quotations from this very 
extraordinary document: “ The great Head of the Church 
himself, has imposed on us the duty of preaching the 
Gospel, of administering its ordinances and of main- 
_ taining its moral discipline among those over whom the 
Holy Ghost in these respects has made us. overseers. 
Of these also, viz: of Gospel doctrines, ordinances, 
and moral discipline, we do believe, that the divinely 7 
instituted ministry are the divinely authorized. ex- 
pounders: and that the duty of maintaining them in their 
purity, and of not permitting our ministration in these. 
" respects to he authoritatively controlled by others, does 
, Test upon us with the force of a moral obligation.”* And — 
in the next paragraph, it is declared,—“ we arrogate no 
authority to enact any law of our own, either of moral 
peo — or of civil force. We claim no strictly legislative 
powers: although we grant, that the term legislature and 
legislative, been sometimes used even among our- 
selves. In a proper sense however, they are not 
strictly applicable to our General Conference.” 


we 


Roe *It i is worthy of special notice, that the above claim of the ‘heer 
can General Conference to unlimited divine authority, to decide on 


what doctrines shall be taught—on what ordinances shall be insti- 

tuted, and what moral discipline shall be exercised i in the Church of 
Christ, exclusive of the laity, was seized upon with avidity, by the 

_ British Conference of 1828, and adopted, as the true principle by 

_ Which ministers of the Gospel should govern the Church of Christ 

in all ages and in all parts of the world. See page 47 of this History. 
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doctrine,” and that all their decisions must be according 
to truth. They may ordain, that those passages let 
him that is taught in the Word, communicate to him — 
that teacheth in all good things,” and “the workman is 
worthy of his meat,” mean, that every member shall 
give a tithe of his substanice for the support of the min- 
istry... They may decide, that the sacraments of ‘‘con-_ 
firmation, penance and extreme unction,” are duties — 
‘which must be attended to. They may prescribe. a. 
Tule of civil and political. conduct- for the members; and | 
ordain that a non-conipliance with any of these injunc- | 
tions, shall constitute an offence requiring the exercise 
of “moral discipline.” They may place the property — 
of the Church (have they not already done so?) under 
their own control, though built by the people for their — 
own benefit; and in short, they may do any thing and ~ 
every thing, whieh their own judgments, or even caprice 
may suggest: all which, the local preachers and lay | 
members are bound to believe and obey, at the risk of: 
’ their eternal welfare: for it would be an absurdity to” 
say, that the people have a right to réfuse obedience to 
their authority, if it be of divine origin. — 
We have the evidence of history for saying, , that an 
older Church than ours, (using that term in a familiar 


~ sense) was corrupted an improper exercise of the 
powers, now for the first time claimed by the Methodist 


itinerant ministry. But how far they will follow this 
example, or with what pace they will travel into those 
errors and improprieties which brought about this me- 
-lancholy state of the Church, is beyond the ken of mor- 
tals; but if we may be permitted to draw conclusions 
from that kind of philosophy which “teaches by ex- 
ample,” so sure as the tume to fulfil prophecy must 
23* 
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268 HISTORY OF THE 


laws, both moral and judicial, conferred upon the itine- 


rant preachers divine authority to expound them, and, 


under the sanction of a “‘moral obligation,” to exifeisie 
their own decisions. If this ‘be a fair interpretation, 


which we think cannot be doubted, the prerogatives now | 
—_asgumed, being of a judicial character, are more danger-— 
ous by far to christian liberty, than the right to legislate 

without responsibility. ‘The General Conference, there- 


fore, in‘attempting to escape from what they themselves 
. appear to have considered objectionable and dangerous, 
_ (the power to legislate for those who are not. represent- 


ed) have claimed powers no less at war with the prac- 
tice of the Apostles and early christian ministers than 


they are with all those feelings which characterize us, 
American republicans and enlightened christians. 
We will next call : ad attention to. that part oF 


‘dren to be divinely authorized to ordain what are 
“Gospel dogtrines and ordinance,” and what is ‘moral 
discipline,” consequently to fi a standard of faith, 
and rules of practice in all their variety of form and 
modification. 


As the reformers have not in any respect, controverted 


the present doctrines of the Church, nor any of its rules. 


_ for the prometion of piety and morality, we should have 
considered it useless to say a word on this subject, if it 


‘were not necessary to shew, that such prerogatives are 


highly dangerous, and _ that they lead to an entire, un- 
_Timited control, over the conscience and judgment of 
every individual under the pastoral care of the itinerant 
ministry. 


‘If they really possess, by divine right, these pawréies 


we may ordain ‘their own infallibility to be a “ Gospel 
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1 / Waugh, Gerard Morgan and Alfred Griffith, we should 
‘remember the tenacious grasp with which power is 
held when once acquired. Its march is ever onward, 
and its tremendous tendency is to accumulation.” And 
as we are acting, “not only for the present age, but. for 
posterity,” we should entreat our brethren, both minis- 
ters and laymen, to look with calmness and candour to | 
the influence, with which these “‘tremendous” powers 
may have upon them and the Church, ‘‘and to the 
a | aspects with which they will be exhibited upon the 
7 msipage of future history,” if supported and encouraged 
much longer. 

These being some of the dangetous consequences of 
clerical domination, we may fairly infer that it cannot 
be of divine appointment. But we are not left to our 
own imperfect reasonings upon this interesting subject. 

We have the light of revelation, which has conducted 
“us to conclusions very different from those of the Gene- 
ral Conference. 
~The first christian assembly ¢ ever held to decide upon - 

‘points of -religious duty and belief, is recorded in the | 
Acts of the Apostles, and we have the authority of 
ecclesiastical history, as well as Mr. Wesley and Mr. 
Benson, in their commentaries, for saying, that that con-, 
ference or council, was composed of both ministers and — 
people. And we have the further authority of the 
former for saying, that, “in those early times, every 
Christian Church conaisted of the people, their ‘lesders 
and the ministers. The people were undoubtedly the 
first in authority: for the Apostles shewed by their own 
4 example, that nothing of moment was to be determined 
® — without the consent of the assembly,” who enforced 
moral discipline” by excommunicating “ profligate and 
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arrive—so sure as every effect must he produced bya 


cause—so sure in our opinion, must the Methodist min- 


istry degenerate, if they are permitted to exercise the 
powers which they now hold, and with which they de- 


clare themselves to be vested by divine appointment : _ 


— _powers so contrary to reason, and so hostile to those ~ 
‘opinions which have for centuries been the glory of 


Protestants, that nothing short of the most unequivocal 
language of Scripture should have induced any sed of 


~ men to lay claim to them. 


We mean then, that where the ministry are pons with 
great power in any Church, allurements are held out to 


seek clerical employment therein, from motives of am- 


bition and love of control;—the natural tendency of 
which is, to jeopardize the best interests of the Church 
of Christ, lower the Gospel standard of ministerial 


piety, and introduce into its general administration, 


— either laxity or oppression, as interest or ambition may . 


suggest. For in the. language of a late distinguished | 


were diminished: and priestly assumption 


_ corruption of christianity obtained.” That our itinerant 


brethren, have no “intention or desire” to bring about 
such unfavourable results, we charitably hope; they can, 
however, only speak for themselves. They know not 
what may be the views of those who may come after 


them: and in any event, our argument is, “that the 


powers claimed and siearinad by them, must in their 
very nature, and from the inevitable connexions of 
causes and effects, tend gradually perhaps, yet not less 


uncontrollably, to ‘the results which we have mentioned. 


For, as expressed by the Rev. John Emory, Beverly 


\ | 
4 | | 
4 
| 
} 
| 
ki 
4 
+y & 
| 
| | 
+ 
q 
a 
ad 
i 
| | 
™ 
’ 
7 
j 
| 
$ 
4 
7 
q 
| 
4 1 4 
| 
i= 
| 
7 (| 
y 
| 
| 
| 
& if 
Bree 
4 
q 
¥ 
. 
| 
| | 
- 


METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. = 2778 


they have no temptations to induce them to desire its 
destruction; which cannot be said of the travelling 
—~ Preachers, who, independent of other considerations, 
may have strong inducements of a domestic kind, to do 
so. We consider this part of our system highly im- 
portant, if not absolutely “essential to the accomplish- 
ment of the great original design of the economy of 
Methodism, to spread scriptural holiness over these and 
other lands;” and upon its continuante, we believe the 
prosperity of the Church very much depends. So far _ 
therefore, from there being any danger to be appre- 
hended in this respect, by a participation of the people 
in the government of the Church, we believe its con- 
tinuance depends in a great measure upon their having — 
a voice in its legislative councils. It is a point pretty 
generally conceded, that not a great number of our 
preachers are, and have been well qualified for perma- ’ 
“nent stations; and this may be the reason why no attempt 
has yet been made to do away this feature of our polity. 
But we know not what may happen in the course of time, 
when the General Conference in the plenitude of its 
‘powers and influence, shall patronize collegiate educa- 
tion, and a majority of those thus educated shall come | 
im power, what changes in the itinerating system may © 
e place, unless the laity shall have a voice to prevent 
fe them; for as before observed, we do believe there is 
© —__ more danger in this respect from the itinerant preachers, 
A brief notice of the claim of the itinerant ministry 
to be the “divinely authorized expounders” of “moral 
discipline,” the enforcement of which they will not 
, permit to be “authoritatively controlled by others,” 
will, it is to be hoped, be sufficient. This we consider 
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unworthy heals; and restored penitents to their for- 
feited privileges.” 


Is it not, therefore, more rational to cbt that the 


form of Chasch government just referred to, being ap- 


proved of and sanctioned by the example of the Apos- 
tles, should be esteemed of divine institution, than that a 


part of the ministry alone, should be considered divinely 
authorized to act in their own right for the whole 
Church, in opposition to apostolic example? Our oa 
therefore, to representation, though not “acquired in- 


consequence of our becoming christians,” is clearly 


“illustrated and enforced by the Sacred Scriptures,” of 
which we cannot divest ourselves by becoming Metho- 


dists. This is sufficient. for our present purpose, with- 


out attempting to prove that we have this right by the 
laws of nature. 


The question of expediency might be argued at 
much length; but on the present occasion, it is not con- 
sidered necessary to do so, but merely to submit a few 


reflections, which we think will be sufficient to mre 
this subject in a proper point of view. 


We have proved we think, that the local preachers 
and laity, have a right to representation. Our first re-— 


flection therefore is, that it was not expedient to deprive 


them of the exercise of this right; because, in the first: 


place, withholding representation must haive the inevi- 
table tendency of creating dissatisfaction in the minds 


of those who believe that they have this right: and 


secondly, because the granting it would have the effect 
of strengthening the itinerant system, the opinion of the 


General Conference to the contrary notwithstanding. 


It is universally admitted by the people, that their 


spiritual good is promoted by the itinerant system, and 
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had acted wickedly, one a member of the Church, the 
other not, he remarks, ‘“‘W hat have I to do, to judge them 
that are without? Do not ye judge them that are within? _ 

Therefor put away from among yourselves these 
wicked persons.” Upon this passage Dr. Clarke makes 
the following paraphrase; ‘Pass ye sentence on them 
which are within, which are members of the Church. 
Those which are without, which. are not members of the 

- Church, God will pass sentence on, in that way in 
which he generally deals with the heathen world. 

But put you away the evil from among‘yourselves.” _ 

__ From this short and imperfect view, it has we hope 
been satisfactorily shewn, that the General Conference 
have committed a great error in supposing that the “di- 

_vinely instituted ministry” have a divine right to exclu- 

sive government in the Church. 

And here we would add a few remarks, to prove the 
‘ unsoundness of their views, by their legitimate and 
- necessary consequences. First, if their opinions be cor- 
rect, the local preachers are not a part of the “divinely | 
instituted ministry” or our travelling preachers must be a 
inexcusable for keeping them from the enjoyment and — 
exercise of their rightful prerogatives and responsibili- — 
ties, which, it is saad, ‘rests upon the divinely instituted 
ministry with the of a moral obligation.” And, 
secondly, as the ministers of no other Protestant Church. 
have assumed these powers, they must be considered 
entirely out of the pale of the “divinely instituted min- 
stry,” or to have been most shamefully negligent in not. 
attending to those duties which are said to be imposed. 
on them “with the force of a moral obligation. sae 
A single remark appears to be sufficient in relationto _ : 
‘the privileges and of the local preachers, 
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to be the most dangerous doctrine in the report; and its 
natural results, either oppression, or favoritism. In op- 
posing it, however, we can confidently say, that the — 
truths of gevelation are the “weapons of our warfare;” 


and wherever the gospel is believed, they will prevail 
~over all claim of clerical right to rule. Were the claims 
of our brethren once admitted by the members to be 
correct, thé necessary consequences must be obvious to 
every observer. Instead of the Word of God being the 


rule of their lives, they must submit implicitly to the de- 


cisions of their r spiritual teachers, however adverse they 


might be to their own judgments of right and wrong. 
The propagation of those principles, and = submission © 


to them, were the original and prolif urce of that 
- moral darkness, which for ages spread desolation over 


the intellectual world. 
That the ministry are not divinely vested with any 


_ such powers, we ‘think most certain; but on the contrary, 


it is evident, that the right to excommunicate, or other-. 
wise punish for immorality, is vested in the Church, and 
not in the ministry alone. In order to prove the cor- 


_ rectness of this opinion, it is only necessary to refer to a 
_ Single passage of Scripture. It-is to be found in the 5th 


chapter of Ist Corinthians, 11th, 12th and 13th verses. 
In these verses, St. Paul, acting under divine inspira- 


tion as an Apostle, informs the Corinthian Church, (not 


its ministers alone,) that it was their duty not to keep 
company with wicked and profane persons, and to ex- 


communicate them from their society. This instruction 
_ was not given to that Church only, but intended as a rule 


of conduct for the members of the Church of Christ; 


in all future ages, both personal and official; and in re- 


lation to the punishment of two persons, who it appears 
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In concluding this report, we cannot but express our 
surprise that the General Conference after having called 
~ upon the reformers to shew the right of the local preach-_ 
ers and lay. members, to representation in that body, _ 
and “to prove that this right is conferred by the Holy — 
Scriptures,” should themselves have laid claim to a 
divine right to exclusive and unlimited government, 
- without attempting to support it by a single passage of 
Scripture, or the least authority from ecclesiastical his- — 
tory. If they had shown their authority from revelation, — | 
it would have put an end to all strife. We would have 
confessed our error and submitted with cheerfulness; 


but this they have not even attempted. But instead of 


this, under their assumed right to expound the Scrip- 
— tures, they have declared what are their rights and what 
are our duties. But we cannot in conscience admit the 
correctness of their claims, nor recommend the re- 
formers to abandon the prosecution of an object, which 
we consider of vital importance to the future welfare of 
the Church. Yet whilst we would exhort them to pro-— 
-secute with zeal and firmness their claims to represen- 
tation, we would at the same time entreat them, in their — 
exertions, to “let their moderation be known to all men.” 
GipEON Davis, Chairman. 

We will here take occasion to offer a remark or two 
ona part of the reply of the General Conference, that 

appears to have been overlooked by the committee who 
prepared the above excellent paper. In the latter part 
of the reply, the members of the General Conference 
say; ‘““We know that we have been charged with 
wishing to suppress free inquiry, and with denying to 
our, ministers and members the liberty of speech and of 


the. press” — “But the charge we wholly disavow. Our 
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whieh: the report says, “have much rather exceeded 
than fallen short of what was contemplated i in their in- 


stitution.” What are their “ privileges and advantages: ? 


They may be summed up ina few words. - They have 


the privilege of preaching for nothing, and of supporting | 
themselves by their daily labour; and further, whilst 
they. contribute the means for the support of the 


gospel, they frequently fill appointments for which the 


itinerant preachers are paid; and all the seals to their 


ministry are placed to the credit of the preacher in | 


charge, and his colleague, (if he have one) at the~con- 


ference. These are their advantages; these are their 


- privileges. We would then appeal to the justice and 


common sense of the community. —Do these privileges 
equal, much less exceed, what they are justly entitled to, 
when it is known thoy planted the first’seed of Meth- 


_edism 3 in America, and have 4lways been, not only the 


active but the effigient coadjutors of the itinerant minis- 


ters, in “spreading. holiness over these and : 
other lands?” 


‘However painful it may be, duty requires that we 
should notice a subject, which has been so repeatedly 


forced upon the public attention, and with such appear- 


ance of confidence as to have acquired strength by its © 
repetition. We mean the assertion that “our present 


— economy bears with peculiar severity upon the personal 


and domestic comforts of the itinerant ministry.” So 
far from this being the case, we are confirmed in the 
opinion from long observation, that the personal situation 


of our itinerant brethren, with but few exceptions, is 


_ciations, by entering the travelling connexion. 


much improved in their « domestic comforts” and asso- 
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in spreading or supporting any publications in opposition 


to our discipline or government.” Yet this brother and — 


his colleagues, voted in favour of the disavowal of the 


charge that the itinerant ministers wish to suppress free 


inquiry, and of the extraordinary assertion that ‘the 


ministers and members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of every class, are entitled to the full liberty of 


speech and of the press, equally with any other citizen 


of the United States!!” 'The same remarks may be 
made in relation to the Virginia delegates, who declared 


that Benton Fields’ conduct. was not mal-administration. - 


But furthermore,-how was this disavowal carried out 
in future practice? Why, in the following August, four 
preachers and ten members were expelled in Cincinnati 
and reading the Mutual Rights! 


Tuesday, Nov. 18th. 
Brother - Whitaker, ea the ‘committee of nine, 


upon organization, (the chairman not being present) pre- | 


sented the Report of said committee, which, by order 
of the Convention, was taken up and read. 


It was then, Resolved, That the Report be printed for 
the use of the Convention. : 


Brother G. Davis offered the following ‘preamble and 


resolution: Whereas, certain were passed 


by the last. General Conference, with a professed design 


to restore to the communion of ‘ha Methodist Episcopal 
Church, certain persons who had been excluded said 


shiiiunion; on account of their belonging to Union So- 


cleties, nnd for patronizing the Mutual Rights; 
whens certain Methodist Reformers in the city of Bal- — 


timore and elsewhere, who were thus interdicted said 


communion, and for whose restoration said resolutions - 
were, professedly adopted, have refused to accept the © 
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every class, are entitled to 


other citizens of the United States.” This is a most 
extraordinary declaration; and, 
nexion with the conditions on which the conference pro- 
} f posed to restore the expelled brethren, and the acts of 
- several of the members of the General Conference, in 
expelling members for the use of the press, we are com- 
pelled to withhold our confidence in the sincerity of the 
declaration. One of the conditions of restoration was, 


viewed in‘con- 


that “no other periodical be devoted to the same contro- 
 versy.” Was there no “wish here to suppress free in- 


of the press? 


“But let us look 


to dissolve the Union § 


_ quiry” into the propriety and necessity of lay represen- 
\ tation on the part of the General Conference? Was 
there not rather, a studied design to suppress investi- 
gation and silence all future inquiry on this momentous — 
subject, by pledging the restored ministers and members 
ocieties and give up their liberty 


at the previous conduct of sonte of the 


members of the General Conference. 
Annual Conference delegates voted for this eXtraor-_ 
dinary declaration as their deliberate sentiments, when 
they actually had, in their own conference, punished 
Rev. _D. B. Dorsey, because he would not promise to - 
a work which contained 
essays, in opposition to the government of their Church. 
Mr. Roszel’s resolution, by which Mr. Dorsey was, 
punished, has nothing in it concerning “ unchristia 
_ railing and violence,” which, by the way, the Genera 
Conference say is the sole object against which the gag- 
law is leveled, but required that Mr. Dorsey “ promise — 
_ the conference that he will desist from taking any agency — 


desist from recommendi 


The Baltimore 
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Thursday, Nov. 20th. 

‘Brother Horne, chairman of the committee to whom 
was referred the several papers, and the report on 
organization, presented their report which was read. 
Brother Moore moved, that the report be read, sec- _ 
tion'by section, and on. Carried: and on motion, 

Resolved, That this Convention unite in prayer to God; 
“whereupon the President called on brother Comann to 
pray, and the Convention solemnly united iit addressing 
the Throne of Grace. | 
_ The report was then taken up, and the jirst article 
adopted. 
The second article being read amended, was . 
adopted. 

The third being read, was adopted. 

‘The fourth article was read and discussed ; and sey- 
evel amendments having been offered by 28 Hy Hall, 
Davis, Horne, Lipscomb and Victor, the article was 
adopted as amended. 

The fifth article was read, amended and adopted. 

The sixth article was read, amended and adopted. 

/The seventh article was read and adopted. 

” The eighth article was read, amended and adopted. 

The ninth article was read_ and adopted. 

The tenth article was read and pdopted . 


The ati cle-was read, amended by 
out, and adopted. 
~The fourteenth article was oad and adopted. 
Brother §. Whitaker offered a resolution, which was 
carried, and adopted as the fifteenth article. 
The sizteenth article was read and adopted. 
24* 
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A 


terms — contained : therefore, Resolved, That this 
Convention consider the terms of said resolutions to be 
such as they could not accept, and retain an honourable — 
and Christian standing among their brethren; and, that 
they approve of their course in this respect, as a fa- 
- yourable illustration of their adherence to just principles, 
equally honourable) to themselves and the cause in n which 
they have suffered. Adopted. 


Wednesday, Nov. 19th. 
The Hoot of the committee on organization laid 


on the table to be was On motion, 
taken up. 
Brother G. Davie offered a substitate for the first ar- 
ticle of said report; 
a substitute for the whole febert Brother A. McCain 
also offered an outline of a plan: all of which ws were read 
and laid on the table. 
Brother J. R. Williams a series of Articles 
of Association, and offered the following: Moved, that 
the house now resolve itself into a committee of the 
whole, for the purpose of preparing a system of gov- 
ernment for the Methodist Reformers in these United 
States, who may be disposed.to embrace its provisions, 
by associating under its articles. Carried. | 

_ On the evening of the same day, after the committee 
of the whole rose, brother Victor offered the following 
_ resolution: Resolved, That the several papers, together 
_ with the-printed report of the committee on organization, 
. be referred to a select committee, with directions to . 
collate the same, and report initia as soon as practi- 
cable. Carried. The Convention then appointed * 


- committee of five ; brothers Horne, McCain, J ennings, 
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Annual Conferences, as also the ultimate proceedings and report of © 
the General Conference, in relation to this subject, have placed every 
friend of representation in the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
such a situation that -their opponents have it conpletely in their 
power ‘to compel them to renounce their principles, or be excluded 
from the fellowship of their brethren: And whereas, the ministers 
favourable to the principles of representation, in sundry places, are 
no longer admitted to ordination, or to occupy the pulpits in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, to the great greivance of many :—And 
whereas, the opposers of representation appear to shew no concern 
_ for the spiritual welfare of those whom they have excluded as afore- 
said, or of those whoon account of such exclusions, have considered 
themselves called on to withdraw out of the reach of their violent 
measures, but hold them up to public view as evil minded persons, — 
and prophesy evil things concerning them, notwithstanding the fact, 
that those who have had the best means of ‘knowing the injured — 
brethren, have unabated confidence in their moral and religious integ- 
rity, and in common with all the admirers of steady adherence to — 
principle, do actually applaud their firmness, in holding fast the prin- 
ciple of representation, although by so doing they have been subject- 
ed to such heavy pains and penalties ;—And whereas, the report of 
the General Conference, above referred to, not only has sanctioned 
their unjust proceedings, but in effect asserted a divine right to-con- 
tinue to legislate and administer the government of the Church in 
this oppressive manner ;—Therefore, we, the delegates of the friends 
of a REPRESENTATIVE FORM OF GOVERNMENT in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, elected and appointed by them to meet 
in convention in the city of Baltimore, in November, 1828, with a 
due regard to the fundamental principles of civil and religious lib- 
erty as recognized by the constitution of the United States, and the 
several states of the > Union, in common with other Protestant 
Churches, do, in behalf of ourselves, our constituents and -our pos- 
_terity, in the fear of God, solemnly protest against the right of the. 
General Conference to assume such power, or to institute or to sus- | 
tain any such violent proceedings, to which it n cessarily ads: and 
we do hereby acknowledge and sustain the right of those brethren, 
wlio have been excluded, and of those who have on their account 
withdrawn as aforesaid, to unite and form themselves into communpi- 
ties ; and we do this the more willingly, because in so doing, they 
_ will now of necessity meet the demand which has been so often made 
by their opponents, to exhibit a plan explanatory of the changes 
which they desire, and what they intended to avoid ’till driven to it 
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Friday, Nov. 2 21st. 
Dr. S: K. Jennings offered a resolution which was 


adopted as the seventeenth article. 
" The first resolution appended to the articles, was 
read, amended and adopted. | 

The second resolution was read and adopted. 
The following preamble to the Articles, was offered 
by Dr. Jennings, and after several amendments, was, 
with the Articles of Association, unanumously adopted 


PREAM BLE. 


ee Wxuneas. the friends of a fair and equal representation in the 
— government of the Methodist Episcopal Church, when they have . 
— insisted on the necessity of amodification in the polity of the Church, © 
which should recognize the fundamental principle, the only safepuard 
to the liberties of the people, and when they have submitted respect- 
ful petitions and memorials to the General Conference, praying for the 
admission of the principle, have been met ina manner which has 
| encouraged and prepared the friends of absolute power, to request 
and urge them to withdraw from the fellowship of the Church, and 
to threaten them with excommunication if they should refuse to com- 
ply :—aAnd whereas, many of our highly esteemed and useful mem- 
bers in the Church, by an unjustifiable violence, have been excluded 
from the fellowship of their brethren, and have been thereby com- 
pelled for the time being, to form themselves into religious fraterni- 
ties, for the purposes of christian fellowship. _ 
And whereas, all the Methodists of the United States, and perhaps 
of the world, have been united together in their visible fellowship, 
under the general rules of Mr. Wesley, which express the only eon- 
dition and legitimate test of membership ;—And whereas, in violation 
_ of good faith and brotherly love, by an exercise of power, not author- 
ized by the Word of God, other tests have been set up for the support 
of that violence, by which many valuable brethren have been unlaw- 
fully excluded as aforesaid :—And whereas, these measures have been 
so conducted, that we are justified in believing it to have been the — 
intention of the General Conference and the anti-reformers under 
their influence, to punish all the avowed friends of representation, 
and intimidate any who may feel inclined to favour that principle :— 
And whereas, the late decisions of the Baltimore and the Ghio 
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ordained ministers, and an equal number of lay delegates; but until 
such time, conferences may be formed when it shall be most con-— 
venient. The lay delegates to the Annual Conferences shall be 
chosen by the licensed preachers, and lay male members over the - 
age of years, at the quarterly next preceding 
the sitting of the Annual Conferences. _ 
Art: VI. Each Annual Conference shall elect a president and | 

secretary. 

Art. VITE. Each Annual Conference shall provide the mode of oe 
stationing its own preachers. 

Art. 1X. It shall be the duty of the presidents of the Annual Con- 
ferences, to travel through their respective bounds, tu fill vacancies, 
and to make such changes in the circuits, or stations, as may be 


- deemed absolutely necessary. The president shall have the right of 


the pulpit in whatever place he may be, but shall not supercede the 
_ prerogatives of the minister in charge. | 
Art. X. Each Annual Conference shall have power to make such 
rules and regulations for its own government, and the government of 
_ the stations and circuits within its bounds, as may be necessary for 
the promotion of the spiritual interests of the community; Provided, 
nevertheless, that no rule shall be binding on the preachers or Ais 
which shall contravene the provisions of these articles. 
Art. XI, Each Annual Conference shall have power to receive 
into the itinerancy, and{o ordain, such preachers as may be recom- 
mended to that body by the Quarterly Conference. The president, 
assisted by two or more elders, shall perform the ordination. 
Art. XII. The Annual Conferences shall fix ‘the times and a conned 
of their sittings. 
- Art. XIII. Every person whose name is ssid on the list 
travelling preachers, shall be subject to the appointment of the ia 
ference, and receive the same allowance as is provided in the Disci- 
pline of the Methodist Episcopal Church. | 
Art. XIV. It shall be the duty of the preacher in charge of any 
station or circuit, as soon as practicable after his arrival in his cir- 


Cuit or station, to assemble the Quarterly Meeting Conference, that 


he may obtain the necessary information for the proper understand- 

ing of the condition of the circuit or station, and for enlisting all the 
es _ within its limits, for carrying on the great work of the Lord. 

_ Art. XV. Nothing contained in these articles is to be so construed 
as to interfere with the right of property belonging to any member of © 
this. association, as recognized by the laws of the State, within the 
limits of which the member may reside. 
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by necessity, to demonstrate by its practical operations the expedi- 

ence of a representative _Methodist Church Government; and do 

therefore adopt the following Articles of Association for the gov- 

ernment of such Societies as shall agree thereto, under the appella- 
tion of Associaten Muruopist Cuuncues.” 


ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 


To be observed until the next Canvention. — 


Article I, The articles of religion, general rules, means of grace, | 
moral discipline, rites and ceremonies of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, are hereby declared to be the rules of faith and practice for 
those societies which may unite in this Association; and the mode~ 
of administering the same is hereby adopted, except when contra- 
vened by some other article. 

Art, 1, Bach society, or Church, shall have the sole power to 
admit serious persons into full membership, and to regulate its own 
- temporal concerns, in accordance with these articles. The stewards 
to be elected by the male members, over the age of —r years, 
and the léaders by the respective classes. 

Art, IT, The right of property is declared to be vested in the 
respective societies, or Churches, who shall elect trustees for the 
purpose of holding the same for their benefit. 

Art, IV. The trial of members shall be conducted according to the 
7th section, 2d chapter of the Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church; Provided, however, that nothing therein contained shall be 
BO construed as to deprive an accused member of the right to chal- 
lenge; and provided further, that the accused shall have a right to 
appeal from the decision of the committee, to the next Quarterly 
Conference ; and no member of that conference who shall have set on 
«any case aga committee man, shall be permitted to vote on the appeal. 

Art, V. There shalt be a Quarterly Conference in each station and 
cireuit, composed of all the ordained and licensed preachers and ex- 
— horters,. belonging thereto, and of all the stewards and leaders. The 

preacher in charge shall be the president of the conference. | The 
conference shall elect its own secretary, The business of the Quar- 
terly Conference shall be, first, to inquire into the official and reli- 
gious character of all its members: Secondly, to license exhorters 
and suitable persons to preach the Gospel, and to. recommend to the 
Annual Conference, preachers for ordination, or to travel. They 
‘shall also hear and decide upon appeals from committees. | 

Art. VI, There shall be in each State, as soon as may be, one, or 
not exceeding two, Annual Venterenees, to be aren of all the 
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successors in office, appointed by the said Society, according. 
to the usages of the said Society, one of the Societies of the Associa- 
ted Methodist Churches, and in default of any appointment as afore- 
said to the heirs of the survivor, in trust for the benefit of the said 
Society, one of the Associated Methodist Societies as aforesaid ac- 
cording to the usages and regulations of said Societies. 

In witness whereof the said A. B. hath hereby subscribed his name 
‘and affixed his seal the day and date aforesaid. 


Test, M.N. L. ( Seal.) 
On motion the blank in the first resolution appended 


to the articles, was filled up; and fod were appoint- 
ed in the different States. 


- Brother Williams moved, that SO soon S an. “Annual 


powers on the agents fe 
convention, shall cease,—adopted. eal 

On motion Resolyed, That the convention sleek pro- 
ceed to appoint the committee / to prepare a constitution 
and Book of Discipline, &c., ‘under the second resolu- 
tion attached to the Articles of Association. Whereupon, 
brothers James R. Williams, Gideon Davis, Samuel K. 
Jennings, J ohn J. Harrod and Alexander McCain, were 
appointed. 
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Art. XVI. There shall be a General Convention, to be held in the 
city of Baltimore, om 'the first Tuesday in November, 1830, to be. 
composed of an equal number of ministers and lay representatives, 
chosen by the Annual Conferences respectively. 

Art. XVII. Supernumerary and superannuated ministers, shall be 
entitled to the same amount of support, which is allowed to those — 
more effective. And if any circuit or station should be willing to 
support any one or more of such supernumerary or superannuated 
ministers, for = indefinite number of years, the ginldors, shall se 
granted them. 
ie Resolved ist. ‘That agents be appointed, with full powers to travel 
thetngh the different states, and assist in carrying into effect the 
articles adopted by this convention, and es such other persons 
to aid them as they may deem proper. 

Resolved 2d. That a committee of five be appointed to prepare a 
Constitution, a Book of Discipline, and a Hymn Book, to be submit- 


ted to the convention to be held on the first Passday j in November, 
1830, in the city of Baltimore. — 


On motion it was Resolved, That it\is the opinion of the con- 
vention, that Elders and Deacons who have been, or may be deprived 
of their offices in the Methodist Episcopal Church, on account of re- 
form, sustain the same characters and offices, in the Associated 
Methodist Churches, as they did in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Brother Henkle offered the following motion ;—Resolved, That the 
convention appoint a committee of three, to draw up the form of a 
deed, which shall give uniformity of tenure of property intended for 

the use of the Associated Methodist Churches, adopted ; _and brothers 
Henkle, Brown and Whitaker were appointed a committee, who re- 
ported a form in these words: | 

“This indenture, made and executed on the day of ———. 

18—, between A. B. of the county, parish, town or city, (as the case — 

‘may be) and state of or district or territory, (as the case may 
be) of the one part, and C. D. E. F. G. H., &c., of the county, &c., 
and the state, &c., (as the case may be) of the other part,—witness- 
eth, that whereas-the said C.D. E. F.G. H., &c., have been ap-. 
pointed Trustees by Society, one of the Societies of the As- 
sociated Methodist Churches, and the said C. D. E. F. G. H., &c., 
have paid unto the said ‘A. B. as aforesaid, the sum of 
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, and all claim thereto — 
forever released the said A. B. doth hereby bargain, grant, sell and 
convey, and by these presents the said A. B. doth hereby grant, sell, 
and unto the said ©. D. F.G.H., &c., and their 


dollars, 
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prother Finney offered the following | 
resolution:-— 
Resolved that whenever the Conferences 
of the Methodist Society,in New York, © 
New Jersey,adn elsewhere,choose to | 
aiopt the Conventional Articles of the 
Associated Methodist Churehes,and act. 
under them,thev be considered members 


of the said Associated Methodist Church-_ 


—e8;provided the Annual Conferences of 
the States where such adoption is | 
made,consent to such a union.--Adopted. 
Brother Doughty offered the follow— 
ing resolution;— 
_ That the agents appointed to org nize 
_ Conferences, be. entitled to the remuner— 
ation of travellling preachers,and =: 
that the official members of the Asso—- 
ciated Methodist churches are request— 
ed to attend to this matter,if they 
(the agents) should require such re- 
muneration. Carried. 

Brother A.d. Blackburn offered the 
following resolution: 
Resolved,That the agents who are ap— 
pointed to carry into effect. ‘the Ar- 
“t cles of this Convention,be especial- 
ly instructed to be- guarded in the ad 
mission of preachers and members in- 
to our association. Carried, 
On motion, 
‘Resolved,That the Standing Committee 
_ or Correspondence be now annointed; 
' whereupon Dr.S.K.Jennings, -McCaine, 
and J.d.Harrod,were avnointed. 

Brother Dunn offered the ‘Torlewine: 
Resolved,That a Gomnittee be. appointed 
to revise the Journal of this Conven— 
tion,and cause to be printed so much. 
_ thereof as they shall deem proper. 
Whereupon Brothers Wesley Starr ,Den- 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


PERSECUTIONS AT GEORGETOWN, D. C.—AND IN NORTH- 


UMBERLAND ‘COUNTY, VA.—SUCCESS OF THE ASSOCI- 
ATED CHURCHES. 


4 


IMMEDIATELY afier the rise of the. Convention, the 
Articles of Association: were published, the 
agents entered upon their duties, and prosecuted their 


mission with signal success. Their operations were 
greatly accelerated by the reckless: persecution of re- 


formers, on the part of the authorities of the Methodist 
Episcopal. Church. ‘As the expelled brethren in Balti- 


more and other places, had rejected the terms. of the 


General Conference, the old side: preachers felt them- 


selves at full liberty to carry on their oppressive mea- 


sures against: the advocates of representation, especially 
against those of them who had attended the: convention 


as delegates. _~ 


About a week after the. rise el the oniewelitiands wil. | 


liam C. Lipscomb; William King and Gideon Davis, 
leaders in the Georgetown: station of the Methodist E. 
, were arraigned before their Quarterly Con- 


 fefences, censured and removed from office for the crime 


of} attending as delegates at the convention. 
lutions were as follows: 


Resolved 1. That this do. hold acts of 


the said William King, Gideon Davis and William C. 
Lipscomb, as done in-the convention, to be incompatible 


with the duties which the Methodist Episcopal Church | 
Tequires and expects of them, as Headers and. stewards | 


in. said Church. 
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nis B.Dorsey and Henry Willis were 
appointed said Committee, 


On motion of Brother Doughty, 
Resolved,That this Convention offer 
their grateful acknowledgments to +t 
their friends in Baltimore,for the 


kindness and hospitality with which 


they have entertained its members dur 
ing its session. Adopted unanimously. | 
On motion of Brother Brown, 


Resolved,That the names “of all the del- 


egates elected to attend this Conven- _ 


tion,be appended to the Articles of 


the Associated Methodist Churches, 


as passed by the Convention,designating 


the names of those who attended dur— 
ing its session. Carried. 


Brother Williams,chairiman of the com— 


mittee on the Book concern smade the 
‘following report: 


The Committee annointed by the Con- 


vention bo take into consideration the 


propriety of establishing a Book Con- 


cern,and to project a plan for carry— 


ing it into effect,if in their judgment 
such an establishment be requisite, 
beg leave to report,that they have 
taken the subject into consideration, 
and are of the oninion,that,for the | 
present,it is not necessary to insti- 


tute a regular Book Concern. Books 


in every gepartment of theology can 


be had at fair prices, in almost any 


place;ani such small works as mav be 
here absolutely necessary for the> 
se of the Associated Kethodist Chure> 
ja may be published by the Standing 
Committee of five,charged with the 
duty of a Constitution 
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The Mutual Rights and Christian In- 
telligencer is now published by the 
Rev.Dennis B.Dorsey. The Committee | 
recommend,that the paper be continued 
until the next General Convention, 
and then transferred to that body,to 
be disposed of as may be thought best 
with a view to subserve the interests | 


of religion. All of which is respect— 


‘Saturday ,November 22nd. 


Brother Burgess oft 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,That this Convention high- 
ly approve of the Mutual Rights and 
Christian Intelligencer,and recommend 
it to the patronage and support of 


Reformers throughout the United States. : 


Passed unanimously.” 

Brother Elgin offered the following: 

Resolved, That this Convention duly 

appreciate the liberality of feeling 

- and principle in those ministers and 

members of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church,who have extended,and contin— 

ue to extend,to the friends of Reform 

and representation,their fellowship © 

and aid,and of the Annual Conferences : 

Which have tolerated Union Societies © 

- and Mutual Rights. Unaninously adopted. 
On motion it was 

Resolved,That the thanks of this Con— 

vention are due,and they are hereby 

extended to the President and Secre—_ 

taries,for the very prompt and satis-— 


Tactory manner in which they have dis— 


charged the duties of their offices. 
Unanimously | 
On motion, 


.Resolved,That the Rev. Nicholas Sneth—-_ 
en requested to deliver an address 
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to the Convention,before its adjourn- 


ment:with wnich he complied; and,on 
motion,Resolved,that he be requested 


to furnish the a@ditor of the Mutual 


Rights and Christian Intelligencer | 

with a copy for publication. Carried 

unanimously. .. 

After prayer the Convent ion ad- 

journed,sihe die. 
(signed)Nicholas Snethen,Pres.. 

Everard Hall 
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